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construction. A description of the index together with a record back to 1926 is
given in D.B.S. bulletin, Price Index Numbers of Residential Building Malerials,
1926 to 1948.

In 1951, residential building material prices continued the advance recorded
in 1950, closing the year at 288-8, 9-7 p.c. above the December 1950 level. Electrical
equipment, plumbing and heating equipment and lumber showed the most sub-
stantial increases for the year. These groups, however, reversed direction in the
final month of 1951 inaugurating a decline which continued well into 1952. On
the other hand, prices for cement, sand, gravel, and brick and tile reached new peak
levels during the first ten months of 1952.

2. Wholesale Price Index Numbers of Residential Building Materials, 1942-51,
and Monthly Indexes, January 1950-October 1952
(1935-39=100)
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1950
January.......... 227-2 | 128-3 | 157-1| 320-6| 114.8 | 194-9 175-1 180-1 175-4 | 172-0
February .. 227-4 | 128-7 | 157-1| 320-8| 114-8 | 199-5 173-4 | 180-1 ¢ 175-4| 172-0
March. .. .. 227-0 | 120-6 | 157-1 | 319-8} 114.8 | 202-5 173-4 | 1794 | 175-4 | 172-0
April...... 227-2 | 129-1 157-1 | 3192 114-8 | 211-5 173-4 | 1798 | 175-4 | 174-8
May....... 230-7 | 129-2 | 157-1 | 325-6| 114-8 ] 232.7 168-2 | 179-9 | 179-1 | 177.7
Jure....... 238-3 | 129-2 | 157-1 | 341.6| 114-8| 245-1 168-2 | 180-0 | 188-6 | 178-4
July....... 245-2 | 131-8 | 157-1 | 355-0 | 115-5 | 270-9 168-6 | 180-1 | 188-6 [ 180-9
August. ..... 247-6 | 131-8 | 164-6 | 358-5| 115-5 280-0 177-2 | 180-1 | 188-6 [ 181-1
September 256-3 { 131-9 | 175-2 | 370-6 | 120-0 | 292-1 178-5 | 187-9 | 195-0 | 189-4
ctober. .. .. 260-4 | 134-8 ) 175.2 | 383-0| 120-0| 237-6 1785 | 189-1 ] 191-8 | 191-4
November. .. 262-1 134-8 | 175-2 | 387-8 | 120-0| 222.5 181-2 | 189-1 190-5 | 191.7
December 263-3 | 136-0 175-2 | 387-8| 120-8 | 234-9 1821 192-2 | 190-5 | 192:3
1951
January.. . 270-1} 136-4| 175-2 | 398- 124.5 | 250-0 193-6 | 194-1 199-5 | 196-9

February




